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NASMHPD Annual 2020 Commissioners Meeting (Virtual) 

Tuesday, July 21st – Friday, July 24th 

Monday, July 27th – Wednesday, July 29th 

AGENDA 

(Times are Eastern Time) 
Tuesday, July 21st 

11 a.m. – 12 Noon ET 

Commissioners Kick-Off Coffee (Exclusively for Commissioners and Their 
Proxies) 

12 Noon – 12:15 p.m.  ET 

Opening Remarks 

Brian M. Hepburn, M.D., Executive Director, National Association of 
State Mental Health Program Directors 

Valerie Mielke, M.S.W., President, NASMHPD Board of Directors; 
Assistant Commissioner, Division of Mental Health & Addiction 
Services, Department of Human Services, State of New Jersey 

12:15 p.m. – 1 p.m. ET 

Health Equity and COVID-19 

Georges Benjamin, M.D., Executive Director, American Public Health 
Association (APHA) 

1 p.m. – 2 p.m.  ET  

National Guidelines on Behavioral Health Crisis Care: A Best Practices Toolkit 

Michael Hogan, Ph.D., National Action Alliance for Suicide 
Prevention (introduction) 
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David Covington, L.P.C., M.B.A., President and CEO, RI 
International 

Sonja Gaines, M.B.A., Deputy Executive Commissioner, Intellectual 
and Developmental Disability and Behavioral Health Services, Health 
and Human Services Commission, State of Texas  

2 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  ET 

Panel Dialogue 

Wednesday, July 22 

12 Noon – 1 p.m.  ET 

Implicit and Explicit Bias 

Victor Armstrong, Director of the North Carolina Division of Mental 
Health, Developmental Disabilities, Substance Abuse Services 

1 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  ET 

The Umbrella Paper: Access and Crisis Services 

Debra A. Pinals, M.D., Chair, NASMHPD Medical Directors Council; 
Medical Director of Behavioral Health and Forensic Programs, Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services, State of Michigan 

1:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  ET 

Discussion 

1:45 p.m. – 2 p.m.  ET 

Break  
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2 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Funding 

Robert Shaw, M.A., Senior Research Associate, NASMHPD Research 
Institute, Inc. (NRI) 

Marie Williams, L.C.S.W., Commissioner, Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services, State of Tennessee 

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

Thursday, July 23 

12 Noon – 12:30 p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Children/Adolescents 

David Miller, M.P.Aff., Project Director, NASMHPD 

Sharon Hoover, Ph.D., Co-Director, Center for School Mental Health, 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 

12:30 p.m. – 1p.m. ET 

 Discussion 

1 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. ET  

Interactive Session with our Gold Sponsor – Wellpath Recovery Solutions 

1:15 p.m. – 1:45p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Special Populations/Complex Needs 
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Debra A. Pinals, M.D., Chair, NASMHPD Medical Directors Council; 
Medical Director of Behavioral Health and Forensic Programs, Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services, State of Michigan 

1:45 – 2 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

2 p.m. – 3 p.m.  ET 

Dialogue with the Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use 

Elinore McCance-Katz, M.D., Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and 
Substance Use, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA)  

Friday, July 24 

11 a.m. – 12 Noon ET  

COVID-19, Health Equity, and Behavioral Health 

Kana Enomoto, Co-Director, Center for Societal Benefit through 
Healthcare 

12 Noon – 12:45 p.m. ET  

CCBHCs and Crisis Services 

Chuck Ingoglia, M.S.W., President and CEO, National Council for 
Behavioral Health 

Joe Parks, M.D., Vice President, Practice Improvement & Medical 
Director, National Council for Behavioral Health 

Mark Stringer, Director, Department of Mental Health, State of Missouri 

Dorn Schuffman, Senior Consultant and Coordinator, Missouri Excellence 
in Mental Health Initiative 
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12:45 p.m. – 1 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

1 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Rural Areas 

Ron Manderscheid, Ph.D., Executive Director, NACBHDD – The National 
Assn of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors; 
NARMH – The National Assn for Rural Mental Health 

Kristin Neylon, M.A., Senior Project Associate, NASMHPD Research 
Institute, Inc. (NRI) 

1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Technology 

Kristin Neylon, M.A., Senior Project Associate, NASMHPD Research 
Institute, Inc. (NRI) 

2 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. ET 

Discussion on Both Sessions 

Monday, July 27 

12 Noon – 12:30p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Homelessness/Housing 

Kevin Martone, L.S.W., Executive Director, Technical Assistance 
Collaborative 

12:30 p.m. – 1 p.m. ET 

Crisis Services and Substance Use Disorders 
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Rebecca Boss, Chief Operating Officer & Vice President of Strategic 
Development, CODAC Behavioral Healthcare 

1 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. ET 

Discussion on Both Sessions 

1:15 pm – 1:30 pm ET  

Platinum Sponsor Netsmart: Leveraging Technology to Drive Outcomes and Lower Cost 

1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. ET  

Supported Employment, Crisis Services, and Beyond 

Robert Drake, M.D., Ph.D., Vice President for Behavioral Health and 
Policy, Westat 

Wendy Morris, Commissioner, Department of Behavioral Health, 
Developmental, and Intellectual Disabilities, State of Kentucky 

Cora McNabb, Executive Director, Kentucky Career Center, Office of 
Vocational Rehabilitation 

Lori Criss, Director, Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
State of Ohio 

Kevin L. Miller, Director, Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities 

2:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

Tuesday, July 28 

12 Noon – 12:45 p.m. ET 

SMI Adviser: Data-Driven Support Based on Clinicians’ Real-Time Needs 
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Tristan Gorrindo, M.D., Deputy Medical Director, American Psychiatric 
Association; Director, SMI Adviser  

Amy Cohen, Ph.D., Associate Director, SMI Adviser 

12:45 p.m. – 1 p.m. ET 

SMI Adviser: Free Resources and Tools for Use by Frontline Clinicians Caring 
for those with SMI 

1 p.m. – 2 p.m. ET 

Legal Issues and Crisis Services 

Hallie Fader-Towe, Council of State Governments Justice Center 

Debra A. Pinals, M.D., Chair, NASMHPD Medical Directors Council; 
Medical Director of Behavioral Health and Forensic Programs, Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services, State of Michigan 

2 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

Wednesday, July 29th 

12 Noon – 12:20 p.m. ET 

National Mental Health Technology Transfer Center (MHTTC) Network 
Coordinating Office  

Heather J. Gotham, Ph.D., Director, Mental Health Technology Transfer 
Center (MHTTC) Network Coordinating Office (NCO) 

12:20 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. ET 

Discussion 
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12:30 p.m. – 1 p.m. ET 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

John Draper, Ph.D., Executive Director, National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline and Executive Vice President, National Networks, Vibrant 
Emotional Health 

Matthew Taylor, Director of Network Development, National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline  

1 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. ET 

Discussion 

1:10 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. ET 

Regional Breakout Discussions (Closed Session for Commissioners and State 
Mental Health Agency Staff) 

• COVID 19 and Health Inequities Response and Innovations
• Choose Board Representative for Mid-Western and Western Regions

2:10 p.m. -2:30 p.m. ET 

Business Session and Wrap Up (Closed Session for Commissioners and State 
Mental Health Agency Staff) 

• Elections
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